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TRADE DISPUTE #61=0091—4 
EMPLOYER: BRUCE CHURCH, INC, OF EL CENTRO 

317 STATE ST, EL CENTRO 

MATL: PO BOX 498, EL CENTRO 
LABOR CONTRACTOR: LORENZO NAVA 

RT 1, BOX 235, CALEXICO 

UNIONS DIRECTLY INVOLVED: 
AFICIO AGRICULTURAL WORKERS ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
209 N 7TH ST, EL CENTRO 
MAIN HEADQUARTERS: 805 E WEBER AVE, STOCKTON 


AFI=CIO UNITED PACKING HOUSE WORKERS OF AMERTCA 
209 N 7TH ST, EL CENTRO 
MAIN HEADQUARTERS: DISTRICT NO, h 
1019 S GRAND AVE, LOS ANGELES 
DATE ALLEGED DISPUTE BEGAN: JANUARY 13, 1961 AT APPROXIMATELY 8:15 AM, 


ALLEGED ISSUES: WAGES, WORKING CONDITIONS, UNION SECURITY, CONDITIONS OF 
EMPLOYMENT, RELATIVE TO FIEID WORK, 


DE 2706 Rev. 11 (7-58) STATE OF CALIFORNIA, DEPARTMENT OF EMPLOYMENT 
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FACTS: = a | a 

qué RANCH PROPS. S INVOLVED IN THIS LABOR DISPUTE CONSIST dG. 0 ACRES PLANTED 
IN TETTUCE LOCATED ONE MILE SOUTH OF FRAWLEY, CALIFORNIA, ADJACENT TO AND EXTENDING 
EAST OF HIGHHAY 99% 


ACTIVITY IN THIS LETTUCE HARVEST BEGAN ABOUT DECEMBER 30, 1960 AND WILL CONTINUE UNTIL 
ABOUT FEBRUARY 15, 1961, 

ON JANUARY 12, 1961, ABOUT 182 MEXICAN NATIONALS AND 27 DOMESTIC WORKERS HAD BEEN 
EMPLOYED IN THIS LETTUCE FIEID HARVESTING LETTUCE AT THE PAY RATE OF 90¢ PER HOUR. 


ON JANUARY 13, 1961, DATE THIS LABOR DISPUTE BEGAN, NO MEXICAN NATIONALS WERE EMPLOYED 
IN THIS LETTUCE FIELD ON ADVICE OF THE ATTORNEY FOR BRUCE CHURCH, INC, BECAUSE OF 
OTHER PROBIEMS PENDING WITH THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT RELATIVE 10 THE USE OF MEXICAN 
NATIONALS» 


CARL NELSON, AWOC REPRESBNTATIVE, STATED HE WAS CONTACTED ON JANUARY 12, 1961 BY 
SEVERAL MEMBERS OF THE AWOC WHO REQUESTED THAT HE REPRESENT THEM IN THEIR EFFORTS 
TO OBTAIN A WAGE INCREASE IN THE LETTUCE HARVEST ON THE CHURCH RANCH, MR, NELSON | 
AGREED TO ASSIST THESE WORKERS. THE UNION DEMANDS WERE FOR $1,25 PER HOUR, UNION 
RECOGNITION, UNION CONTRACT, AND SANITATION FACILITIES, 


ABOUT 100 DOMESTIC WORKERS WERE AT THIS LETTUCE FIEID IN THE MORNING OF JANUARY 13, | 
1961 WAITING TO GO TO WORK HARVESTING THE LETTUCE, ALL OF THE WORKERS ARRIVED AT | 
THE FIEID BETWEEN 6:45 AND 7 AM. BUT DID NOT COMMENCE WORK DUE 10 FROST CONDITIONS. 
THE HARVEST WORK COULD NOT START UNTIL THE MORNING SUN OR WARMIH EVAPORATED THE 
FROST AND DRIED THE LETTUCE, OTHERWISE THE LETTUCE IF PICKED, WOULD TURN BLACK IN 
A FEW HOURS. ABOUT 19 OF THESE WORKERS HAD BEEN EMPLOYED ON JANUARY 12, 1961 IN 
THIS LETTUCE FIEID AND HAD BEEN BROUGHT 70 THE FIELD BY THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, BUS, 
THE OTHERS HAD EITHER BEEN BROUGHT TO THE FIELD BY LORENZO NAVA, LABOR CONTRACTOR, 
OR HAD ARRIVED AT THE FIELD BY PRIVATE TRANSPORTATION. 


BETWEEN 8315 AM AND 8:30 AM ON JANUARY 13, 1961, ABOUT 90 OF THE DOMESTIC WORKERS 
WALKED OFF THE LETTUCE FIEID AND CONGREGATED ON HIGHWAY 99 WEST OF THE FIEID, 
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TEN WORKERS REMAINED IN THE FIRID AND WERE JOINED BY ONE WORKER WHO HAD 


AT THE SAME TIME AS THE WALKOUT, 12 PICKETS WERE ESTABLISHED ON HIGHWAY 99 
WEST OF AND ADJACENT TO THE LETTUCE FIEID, LATER, ON JANUARY 13, 1961, AT 
ABOUT 1:30 PM, TWO MORE PICKETS WERE PLACED AT THE MAIN ENTRANCE OF THE 
CHURCH RANCH ON HIGHWAY 99, SOME OF THE MEMBERS OF THE PICKET LINE HAD 
BEEN EMPLOYED ON THE CHURCH RANCH HARVESTING THIS LETTUCE CROP PRIOR TO 
THE BECINNING OF THIS LABOR DISPUTE. 


ON DECEMBER 21, 1960, CLIVE KNOWLES, INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE 
UNITED PACKING WORKERS OF AMERICA, SENT A LETTER BY CERTIFIED MAIL TO THE 


BRUCE CHURCH, INC, P O BOX 96, EL CENTRO. THIS LETTER WAS RETURNED TO 
THE SENDER AS UNCLAIMED, 


THIS LETTER CONTAINED A REQUEST FOR THE CHURCH, INC, TO MEET WITH THE 
UNION TO NEGOTIATE A CONTRACT COVERING WAGES, WORKING CONDITIONS, UNION 


SECURITY, AND OTHER TERMS FOR THE DOMESTIC WORKERS EMPLOYED AS FIELD 
WORKERS ON THE CHURCH RANCH, 


ON JANUARY 10, 1961, A TELEGRAM WAS SENT SEVERAL GROWERS INCLUDING BRUCE 


CHURCH, INC, WHICH REPEATED THE UNION DEMANDS CONTAINED IN THE LETTER OF 


DECEMBER 21, 1960, THE TELEGRAM WAS SIGNED BY MR. CLIVE KNOWIES, THIS 


TELEGRAM WAS DELIVERED TO THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, 


ON JANUARY 13, 1961, A TELEGRAM SIGNED BY NORMAN SMITH, 


DIRECTOR AWOC, AND 
CLIVE KNOWLES, INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE, WAS SENT TO BRUCE CHURCH, 
THIS TELEGRAM CONTAINED THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
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"A STRIKE EFFECTIVE THIS DAY HAS BEEN CALLED BY THE UNDERSLsNED AGAINST THE 


FIEID OPERATIONS OF BRUCE CHURCH, INC IN ORDER TO INFORCE UNION DEMAND 

WHICH WERE TRANSMITTED TO YOU ON JAN. 10, 1961 BY TELEGRAM AND PRIOR TO 

THAT BY CERTIFTED MAIL ON DEC. 23, 1960. ‘THE UNION AGAIN REQUESTS AN 

TMEDIATE MEETING FOR THE PURPOSE OF NEGOTIATING A CONTRACT, PLEASE BE 

ADVISED THAT UNDER CALIF, LABOR CODE DIVISION TWO, CHAPTER TWO, SECTION 

970 AND FOLLOWING, THE "IMPORTATION OF WORKERS FROM OUISIDE THE STATE 

WITHOUT ADVISING THEM EXPRESSIVELY OF THE FACT THAT A STRIKE EXISTS IS 

A VIOLATION OF LAW, 

“NORMAN SMITH DIRECTOR AWOC AND CLIVE KNOWLES INTERNATIONAL REPRESENTATIVE UPWA." 


ON JANUARY 8, 1961, CLIVE KNOWLES MAILED TO THE IMPERIAL VALLEY LETTUCE 
GROWERS AND SHIPPERS ASSOCIATION A LETTER WHICH CONTAINED INFORMATION 
REGARDING THE UNION DEMANDS AND REFERRED TO THE PREVIOUS DECEMBER LETTER 
STATING THE UNION BASIC DEMANDS, ‘THE LETTER OF JANUARY 8, 1961 ALSO 
CONTAINED A DEMAND FOR THE ASSOCIATION TO NEGOTIATE WITH THE UNION. 


ON JANUARY 11, 1961, MR, KNOWLES MATIED TO THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, A IETTER 
TO WHICH WAS ATTACHED A COPY OF THE LETTER OF JANUARY 8, 1961 SENT TO THE 
ASSOCIATION, THE LETTER DATED JANUARY 10, 1961 ALSO CONTAINED A DEMAND 


FOR UNION RECOGNITION AND A NEGOTIATING MEETING BY THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, 
WITH THE UNION, 


NEITHER THE TELEGRAMS NOR LETTERS WERE ANSWERED BY THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, 


THE AUTHORITY TORAISE WAGES FOR THE LETTUCE HARVEST RESTS WITH MR. C. A. CHURCH, 
PRESIDENT OF THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, 


MR. NAVA, LABOR CONTRACTOR, STATED HE HAD BEEN CONTACTED ON JANUARY 12, 1961 
BY A™BRUCE CHURCH® TO BRING OUT A CREW OF DOMESTIC WORKERS TO THE CHURCH 
IETTUCE FIELD ON JANUARY 13, 1961. BASED UPON THIS REQUEST HE RECRUITED 
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© ABOUT 90 Wo. 4S AT 5:30 AM ON JANUARY 13, 1961 AND TOOK \. WORKERS 
TO THE CHURCH RANCH AT ABOUT 6:h5 AM ON JANUARY 13, 1961. ONE OF THIS 
CREW WORKED IN THE LETTUCE FIELD ON JANUARY 13, 1961, ALL OF THEM LEFT 
THE FIELD AND WENT TO HIGHWAY 99 WHERE THE PICKET LINE WAS ESTABLISHED. 


THERE IS NO BRUCE CHURCH CONNECTED WITH THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, AT THIS 
TIME, 

MR. NAVA HAD NOT PREVIOUSLY ACTED AS A LABOR CONTRACTOR FOR THE BRUCE 
CHURCH, INC, 

THE LABOR CONTRACTOR, MR, NAVA, ALSO JOINED THE GROUP ON THE HIGHWAY AND 
DISCUSSED THE DISPUTE WITH MR. NELSON, AWOC REPRESENTATIVE, 


« NELSON INFORMED MR, NAVA AT THAT TIME OF THE UNION DEMANDS, 


MR. NAVA DID NOT INFORM ANY OF THE CHURCH RANCH EMPLOYEES OF THE UNION 
DEMANDS. 


AFTER THE CREW OF DOMESTIC WORKERS RECRUITED BY MR, NAVA LEFT THE FIED, 
MR. NAVA RETURNED TO THE FIELD AND INFORMED THE RANCH FOREMAN THAT HIS 


CREW HAD LEFT AND WOULD NOT RETURN. MR, NAVA THEN RETURNED TO HIS HOME 
IN CALEXICO, 


NONE OF THE DOMESTIC WORKERS RECRUITED BY MR, NAVA, LABOR CONTRACTOR, 
BEGAN WORK ON JANUARY 13, 1961, 


Some OF THE DOMESTIC WORKERS WHO HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY EMPLOYED IN THIS 


TETTUCE FIEID BEGAN TO WORK AFTER THE PICKET LINE WAS ESTABLISHED ON 
JANUARY 13, 1961, 


OTHER DOMESTIC WORKERS, SOME OF WHOM WORKED ON JANUARY 
» 1961 - ~ SOME OF WHOM DID nor, en ee 13, 
tions. 
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A LABOR DISPUTE EXISTS BETWEEN THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC AND THE AWOC 
AND UPWA AND THEIR MEMBERS .. 

THIS LABOR DISPUTE BEGAN 1-13-61 AT ABOUT 8:15 AM. 

SOME OF THE JOBS PICKING LETTUCE ON THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, RANCH ARE 
VACANT BECAUSE THE FORMER OCCUPANTS ARE EITHER ON STRIKE IN THE COURSE 
OF A LABOR DISPUTE OR LEFT THEIR WORK OR REFUSED TO RETURN TO THEIR 
JOBS BECAUSE OF A LABOR DISPUTE WITH THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC, WITHIN 

THE MEANING OF SECTION 602.2(B) (TITLE 20, CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS). 


. THE NUMBER OF JOBS VACANT BY REASON OF THE STRIKE IN THE COURSE OF THE 


LABOR DISPUTE APPEARS TO BE AT LEAST NINE. 

EFFECTIVE UPON RECEIPT OF THIS DETERMINATION REFERRALS ARE NOT TO BE 
MADE TO THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC OR TO ANY ONE ELSE TO THE JOBS HARVESTING 
LETTUCE IN THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC. LETTUCE FIELDS WHICH ARE VACANT 
BECAUSE OF THIS LABOR DISPUTE. 

EMPLOYEES WHO LEFT THEIR WORK OR FAILED TO RETURN TO THEIR WORK IN 
THE BRUCE CHURCH, INC. LETTUCE FIELDS BECAUSE OF THIS LABOR DISPUTE 
ARE SUBJECT TO DISQUALIFICATION UNDER SECTION 1262 OF THE UNEMPLOYMENT 
INSURANCE CODE BEGINNING JANUARY 8, 1961. 

A LABOR DISPUTE EXISTS BETWEEN NAVA CONTRACTOR, AND THE AWOC 

AND THE UPWA AND THEIR MEMBERS OVER CERTAIN JOBS AT THE BRUCE CHURCH, 


INC. RANCH. 
INVOLVING NAVA 
THE LABOR DISPUTE/ BEGAN 1-13-61 WHEN THE 80 OR 90 WORKERS RECRUITED BY 


NAVA TO HARVEST LETTUCE LEFT THE CHURCH LETTUCE FIELD AND REFUSED TO RETURN 


DUE TO THIS LABOR DISPUTE. 

SINCE THESE DOMESTIC LABORERS RECRUITED BY NAVA HAD NOT COMMENCED WORK 
ON THE CHURCH RANCH AND HAD NOT BEEN PAID FOR THEIR TIME IN THE AM OF 
1-13-61, DETERMINATIONS NEED NOT BE MADE UNDER SECTION 602.2(B), (TITLE 


20, CODE OF FEDERAL REGULATIONS) NOR UNDER SECTION 1262 OF THE UNEMPLOYMENT 


INSURANCE CODE. 
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SPECIAL INSTRUCTIONS : 

RELEASE THIS INFORMATION AT ONCE TO ALL LOCAL AND FARM LABOR OFFICES 
IN EACH AREA. 


THIS OFFICE WILL NOTIFY THE EMPLOYERS AND THE UNIONS 


